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FORWARD  
This document is designed to help shows develop their own biosecurity and animal welfare 

procedures. The development of these procedures is becoming more important as we see disease 

outbreaks in all types of farm animals occurring more frequently and more cases of litigation being 

initiated. 

As James Jackson (chair, NSW Farmers sheep meat committee) was quoted in ‘The LAND’ 29/8/2013 

as saying - 

“Politicians and policy makers like to see the world in black and white. It is much easier to make a 

decision if the world is neatly packaged into boxes marked right and wrong. 

But the real world is not so simple, especially when it comes to making decisions about the welfare of 

animals under your control” 

This may be particularly relevant to our shows as we continually have to make decisions that affect 

the conduct of the show while keeping in mind all the relevant legislation etc that may affect our 

decision. 

Biosecurity at shows is relevant for all types of livestock that may appear at a show. As show 

organisers we should be aware of the need for good biosecurity and prior to our show we should 

develop a biosecurity plan for each section that has animals in it. 

In country NSW Shows we might encounter – 

Cattle 

 Stud dairy cattle

 Stud beef cattle

 Prime cattle

 Cattle for sporting events

 Cattle for young judging events

Horses 

 Riding classes

 Sporting events

 Heavy horses

Sheep 

 Stud merino sheep

 Stud meat breed sheep

 Prime lambs

 Sheep for sporting events eg shearing, dog trials

 Sheep for young judges events



Poultry and caged birds 

Other show animals eg alpacas, dogs, goats, pigs, rabbits 

Animals that might be in pet shows and animal nurseries 

Hopefully this document will provide some suggestions for you to develop biosecurity plans for the 

animals that are part of your show. 

INTRODUCTION 
No one would like to see the demise of any livestock section within any of our shows. However with 

the increasing number of livestock diseases appearing in and around our state we need to consider 

biosecurity options for our shows. 

We don’t want to regulate shows to the extent that it becomes too difficult for exhibitors and 

therefore discourages them from entering our show, but on the other hand we need to provide an 

environment that is as safe as possible for all our exhibitors. 

What is biosecurity? Biosecurity is the management of risks, to the economy, the environment and 

the community, of pests and diseases entering, emerging, establishing or spreading. 

Good show biosecurity covers a range of practices which help keep livestock, at our shows, free of 

pests and diseases.  

Implementing biosecurity measures at your show doesn’t have to be difficult or expensive. 

What is animal welfare? Animal welfare involves all the practices we employ in handling, 

transporting, housing and displaying animals at the show. It is important that we are seen to be 

implementing “best practice” in all these areas.  

Increased exposure, particularly on the social media, means that we are under increasing public 

scrutiny, particularly from animal welfare groups. Many of these groups may be hostile toward 

practices we employ. 

Diseases Some diseases that we may encounter eg. Hendra are notifiable diseases under the 

Biosecurity Act. This means that there is a legal obligation to notify authorities if you know or

suspect that an animal has one of these diseases.[See Appendix 1 A]  Notifiable animal diseases in 

NSW] 

 Other diseases eg. Pestivirus or Leptospirosis may be present in our area but it is not mandatory to 

report them. 

Regardless of the disease status we should have an action plan to deal with any situation that may 

arise from the detection of any disease during our show. 

Risk Management 

As part of your Show management A Risk Management Plan should be in place. A good risk 

management plan would also include a Biosecurity Plan. 



A Biosecurity Plan may identify all areas where livestock are housed and enter and exit the 

showground and other information that may be useful in an emergency situation. [see Appendix 1B 

for an example of how this may be done.] The development of a Biosecurity Plan, including an 

Emergency Animal Disease Action Plan, detailing what the Chief Steward of each section with 

livestock should do in an emergency, can also form part of your Risk Management Plan. 

This information should be placed in a central location where it can be accessed by authorities in 

case of an emergency 

EXHIBITOR INFORMATION 
Your show may wish to include an information sheet, with entry forms, to inform exhibitors as to 

what they can expect at your show. Some or all of the following may be relevant to include in an 

information sheet. 

…………….. Show Society is aware that biosecurity is an important issue when you 

consider exhibiting your livestock at our show. We have endeavoured to provide an 

environment that is as pest and disease free as possible in a show environment. 

However, while we continue to try to provide a safe environment for our exhibitors, you 

are ultimately responsible for your own biosecurity. You should make your own risk 

assessment of our facilities and act accordingly. 

The following advice from Animal Health Australia may help you make valid decisions – 

Responsibility for biosecurity doesn’t end when your livestock leave the farm gate. By 

implementing good management practices in your farming operation, you’ll be playing 

an important role in protecting your region, and possibly the entire industry, from 

devastating disease outbreaks.  

These practical measures will help ensure your biosecurity practices extend into the 

wider community: 

Moving animals off your property -  

 make sure your animals are fit to travel before loading. Diseased/injured animals

should not be moved off property and if necessary you should seek veterinary

attention.

 supply a NVD/TSS and animal health declaration

 Taking animals to shows – 

 ensure pens/housing areas are clean before they enter

 feed and water your livestock separately, if possible

 never share equipment – if you must, always clean and disinfect before and

after use

 isolate any returning stock for 10 days to allow for weed seed elimination and

signs of diseases and pests



Further information that can assist you in making an informed decision can be found at 

www.farmbiosecurity.com.au 

EMERGENCY ANIMAL DISEASE ACTION PLAN (EADAP) 
An Emergency Animal Disease Action Plan allows for planning, by your show society, prior to and 

during your show and details the actions (and responsibilities) that are to be undertaken in the 

event that an emergency disease outbreak is suspected during your show. 

A. Important Contact Details

 Showground PIC number ………………………………………….. 

 Consultant Veterinarian  Name …………………….  Contact Number …………. 

 District Veterinarian Officer Name …………………….  Contact Number …..…….. 

 Show Section (Stud Cattle, Merino Sheep etc)  ………………………………………………….. 

 Chief Steward    Name………………………… Contact Number……………………………… 

 Emergency Animal Disease Watch Hotline     1800 675 888

B. Management Commitment

Management undertakes that unfamiliar signs of disease will be investigated, and the following 

actions undertaken, without delay, if an emergency disease is suspected. 

C. Action Plan

 Contact the relevant authorities through the district veterinary officer

 Follow all instructions as directed by the relevant authority

 Ensure suspect livestock are isolated within the showground

 Ensure companion animals of the suspect livestock are segregated from other

livestock

 Ensure movement of all other livestock within the showground in restricted

 Remove unnecessary personnel from livestock areas

 Ensure all relevant staff/committee are made aware of the actions being taken and

their individual responsibilities toward the action plan

An example of an Emergency Animal Action Plan used by one country show can be found in 

Appendix 1 B].  

While developing an Emergency Animal Disease Action Plan for your show, you might find it 

pertinent to develop an Animal Incident Report form that can become part of your records for 

future reference.  [See Appendix 1 for an example] 

http://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/


CATTLE 

NSW Country Shows may have -  

 Stud Beef  Cattle

 Stud Dairy Cattle

 Prime Cattle

 Cattle for sporting events eg. camp draft, cattle dog trials

 Cattle for other purposes eg young judging competitions, animal

nurseries at their show.

It is recommended that each section involved with cattle at the show – 

 Require a completed NVD Cattle form before unloading the cattle. ‘NLIS Cattle: Guidelines

for NSW shows and sporting events’ may help with this. [see Appendix 2 A]

 Require each exhibitor to provide a completed ‘National Cattle Health Declaration’ [see

Appendix 2 B]

 Decide prior to the show, and communicate to exhibitors, minimum health status

requirements for your show eg. Does your show follow the ASC Pestivirus

recommendations and require a PI negative test. [see Appendix 2 C]

 Add a disclaimer to their cattle nomination form, signed by the owner/exhibitor, to the

effect that “at the time that the animal/exhibit was presented at the ………………. Show, the 

animal/exhibit was, to the best of the knowledge of the owner/exhibitor, fit and healthy” 

 Provide any special requirements requested by the owner/exhibitor eg. Facilities for Higher
Assurance J-BAS herds [see appendix 2 D] or advise the owner/exhibitor they are

unavailable.

 Complete an Emergency Animal Disease Action Plan prior to the show and communicate toĚ
all stewards, in the section, their responsibilities. (EADAP information  has been included inĚ
this document.)

 Provide an area where injured or ill animals can be held away from the general public.

Some of these recommendations may not be relevant to some sections eg to cattle used in sporting 

events. 



HORSES 

Most country shows in NSW have some horse events. This brings together horses from diverse 

backgrounds and originating from a large geographical area. This increases the potential for the 

spread of disease. 

 In recent times Hendra, Strangles and Tetanus have all occurred in horses in NSW. 

It is recommended that each section involved with horses at the show – 

 Assess the likelihood of any horse specific diseases occurring in their area and plan 
appropriately.(see Appendix 3 A]  Horse Events: Biosecurity guidelines for organisers 
and competitors 3 B]  Hendra Virus and 3 C] Strangles)

 Requires all owners/exhibitors entering the showground to provide an appropriate 
‘horse health statement’ before unloading any horses. A copy of NSW Pony Club 
Horse Health Declaration can be found in Appendix 3 D]. The ‘horse health 
statement’ may be this document or modified from this document or as simple as a 
disclaimer on the waiver form, signed by the owner/exhibitor, to 

the effect that   -  ”at the time the animal/exhibit was presented at the ………Show, 

the animal/exhibit was, to the best of the knowledge of the owner/exhibitor, fit and 

healthy”  

 Require a PIC number for each horse; this may/should appear on the waiver form. A 

copy of information regarding PIC requirements for horse owners can be found in 

Appendix 3 E].

 All owners/competitors should be responsible for their own and their horse’s 
hygiene while on the showground.

 Provide any special requirements requested by the owner/exhibitor eg. Separate 
stable facilities for vaccinated/non-vaccinated horses, or advise the owner/exhibitor 
they are unavailable.

 Complete an EADAP prior to the show and communicate to all the stewards, in the 
section, their responsibilities.

 Provide a quarantine area where injured or ill animals can be held away from the 
general public. 



SHEEP 

NSW Country Shows may have sheep in any or all of the following sections at their show. 

 Stud Merino Sheep

 Stud Meat Breed Sheep

 Prime Lambs

 Sporting events eg. shearing competitions, sheep dog trials

 Sheep for other purposes eg young judging competitions,

animal nursery

It is recommended that each section involved with sheep at the show – 

 Require a completed NVD Sheep form before unloading the sheep.

 Require each exhibitor to provide a completed ‘National Sheep Health 

Declaration' Ě(SHS) (see Appendix 4  A])

 Add a disclaimer to their sheep nomination form, signed by the owner/exhibitor, to

 
the effect that  “at the time that the animal/exhibit was presented at the ………………. 

Show, the animal/exhibit was, to the best of the knowledge of the owner/exhibitor 

was, fit and healthy”. 

 Decide if any particular disease prevention strategies are to be employed at your

show. (see Appendix 4  B] Ovine brucellosis, C] Ovine Johne’s disease,  D] Footrot in

Sheep and Goats. )

 Provide any special requirements requested by the owner/exhibitor or notify them

that they are unavailable.

 Complete an Emergency Animal Disease Action Plan prior to the show and

communicate to all stewards, in the section, their responsibilities. (EADAP

information has been included in this document.)

 Provide an area where injured or ill animals can be held away from the general

public.

Some of these recommendations may not be relevant to some sections eg to sheep used in 

sporting events. 



BIRDS 

NSW Country Shows may have at their shows– 

 Poultry competitions

 Caged Bird competitions – canaries/finches/parrots etc.

 Birds in pet shows

 Birds in animal nurseries

It is recommended that each section involved with poultry and caged birds at the show – 

 Require a PIC no. [exhibitors with 100 or more birds – see Appendix 5 – Property

Identification Codes] or some form of traceability back to property of origin [see Appendix

5B – Biosecurity tips for bird shows.

 Decide prior to the show, and communicate to exhibitors, minimum health status

requirements for your show eg: Does your show have any special requirements regarding

diseases such as Newcastle disease or Avian Influenza [see appendix 5C Avian Influenza

(Bird Flu): poultry and bird facts].

 Add a disclaimer to their bird nomination form, signed by the owner/exhibitor, to the effect

that “at the time that the bird/exhibit was presented at the ………………………Show, the

bird/exhibit was, to the best of the knowledge of the owner/exhibitor, fit and healthy”

 Complete an Emergency Animal Disease Action Plan prior to the show and communicate to

the Stewards, in the section, their responsibilities. (EADAP information has been included in

this document.)

 Provide an area where injured of ill birds can be held away from the general public.

Some of these recommendations may not be relevant to some sections. 



ALPACA, GOATS, PIGS AND SIMULAR ANIMALS 

NSW Country Shows may have any of these animals at their show as – 

 Stud animals in judging competitions

 Displays and demonstrations eg. Alpaca shearing.

 Part of an animal nursery.

 Involved in pet competitions.

 For other purposes eg. Young Judging competitions.

It is recommended that each section involved with any of these animals at the Show – 





Require a completed NVD/TSS form eg. NVD and waybill – Goat industry or Pigpass,
if these industry documents are available before unloading the stock.

Require each exhibitor to provide a completed “National ………….. Health
Declaration [see Appendix 6A] for examples of various Health Declarations.

 Decide prior to the Show, and communicate to exhibitors, minimum health status

requirements for your Show eg. Does your Show require proof of vaccination for any

particular disease.

 Add a disclaimer to their nomination form, signed by the owner/exhibitor, to the

effect that “at the time that the animal/exhibit was presented at the ……….. Show,

the animal/exhibit was, to the best of the knowledge of the owner/exhibitor, fit and

healthy.

 Provide any special requirements requested by the owner/exhibitor or advise the

owner/exhibitor they are unavailable.

 Complete an Emergency Animal Disease Action Plan prior to the Show and

communicate to all stewards, in the section, their responsibilities. (EADAP

information has been included in this document.)

 Provide an area where injured or ill animals can be held away from the general

public.

Some of these recommendations may not be relevant to some sections. 



DOG 

NSW Country Shows may have – 

 Stud Dog competitions.

 Working Dogs – Sheep/Cattle dog trials.

 Dogs in animal nurseries.

 Dogs in pet shows.

 Dogs in other situations at their Shows.

It is recommended that each section involved with dogs at the Show – 

 Keep a record of owner and place of origin of each animal.

 Decide prior to the Show, and communicate to exhibitors, minimum health

requirements for your Show, eg. Proof of vaccination is required and what diseases it

is required for eg. Parvovirus, Distemper, Kennel Cough.

 Add a disclaimer to their nomination form, signed by the owner/exhibitor, to the

effect that “at the time the animal/exhibit was presented at the ………… Show, the 

animal/exhibit was, to the best of the knowledge of the owner/exhibitor, fit and 

healthy”. 

 Complete an Emergency Animal Disease Action Plan prior to the Show and

communicate to all stewards, in the section, their responsibilities. [EADAP

information has been included in this document].

 Provide an area where injured or ill animals can be held away from the general

public.

 Be aware of, and implement, legal requirements required in the event of selling or

giving away puppies or dogs. For example before a pup can be given away from an

animal nursery it has be be micro chipped and vaccinated.

Some of these recommendations may not be relevant to some sections. 



Appendix  1 
A] Notifiable animal diseases in NSW- DPI Primefact 1335

B] Emergency Animal Disease Action Plan

C] Animal Incident Report















Appendix 2 
A] NLIS Cattle: Guidelines for NSW shows and sporting events- www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
publications

B] National Cattle Health Declaration – www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/toolkit/declarations-

and-statements

C] ASC Pestivirus recommendations

D] Bovine Johne’s Disease – www.animalhealthaustralia.com.au

E] Bovine Pestivirus Infection 

Appendix 2C 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/publications
http://www.farmbiosecurity.co.au/toolkit/declarations-and-statements
http://www.farmbiosecurity.co.au/toolkit/declarations-and-statements
http://www.animalhealthaustralia.com.au/


RECOMMENDATIONS TO SHOWS CONDUCTING 
CATTLE COMPETITIONS 

MEASURES TO MINIMISE RISKS OF BVDV 
TRANSMISSION IN SHOW CATTLE 

Bovine pestivirus or BVD virus is usually transmitted by close contact between a 
persistently Infected (PI) and a susceptible animal. If the susceptible animal Is 
pregnant, there is a high risk of reproductive failure. The persistently Infected 
animal sheds large amount of virus in virtually all of its secretions and excretions, 
Including urine, faeces, nasal and ocular discharges, semen, uterine and vaginal 
fluids and milk. While the virus can be spread by aerosol {through the air) In fine 
droplets, the distance of this spread Is limited. BVD virus can survive in the 
environment for a few hours but is Inactivated by exposure to sunlight, high 
temperatures and desiccation. Factors that protect the virus from sunlight or 
drying out (eg cool, moist cloudy days or in manure pats) will delay Inactivation of 
the virus. Cool moist, cloudy weather can extend virus survival for several days 
and up to 2 weeks in cattle dung. 

 
To protect our stud breeders and the integrity of country shows the 
following guidelines will come into effect on 1" January 2013: 

 

1. Stud cattle section permitting  only  BVDV  free  (non-PI)   animals  to  enter 
a  show; 

2. Ensure complete segregation of commercial and known tested negative 
(Non-PI) (stud) animals; 

3. Untested animals should be separated at all time s from susceptible animals 
by a distance of at least 10 metres; 

4. Susceptible females should be excluded from any area that has been 
occupied by untested animals for at least 24 hours unless all surfaces are 
hard and Impervious and can be easily washed down. Such surfaces (eg 
concrete floors and rails) should be thoroughly washed down and allowed 
to dry; 

5. It is preferable for grassed areas to be utilised first by tested animals; 

6. In any grassed areas that must be used first by untested animals, once the 
untested cattle have been removed, all manure should be collected and 
the area left unoccupied for as long as possible and at least overnight; 

7. Ensure that vehicles and equipment used with untested animals are not 
used for tested negative animals until they have been thoroughly washed 



(liberally with water followed by a sanitiser such as an iodophor product) 
and allowed to dry. 

8. Shows conducting hoof and hook competitions, commercial cattle sections
or sporting events, where untested cattle are involved, to carry out a risk
assessment.

9. Ensure that separate loading facilities are available for stud and non-tested
cattle

10. Led steers that are being housed and or judged on the same area as stud
animals need to be Non PI.

11. Encourage stud breeders with females that could be pregnant to takes
steps to ensure heifers and cows not susceptible to pestivirus. This can
develop by natural exposure (blood tests indicates that they have
antibodies to the virus) or have been vaccinated according to the
manufacture’s recommendations.

8.2.2017 

Agricultural Societies Council NSW Ltd 
david.peters@ascofnsw.org.au 



 Johne’s Disease Market Assurance Program for Cattle (CattleMAP) 

Guidelines for Show Cattle Stewards 

About the Cattle Market Assurance Program (CattleMAP) 

CattleMAP is Australia’s Johne’s Disease Market Assurance Program for Cattle. It is part of the 

national effort to control Johne’s disease. CattleMAP is one of a number of Market Assurance 

Programs developed by the livestock industries, government and the veterinary profession. The 

MAP’s are coordinated nationally by Animal Health Australia. 

The role of the MAP is to: 

- Provide a source of low-risk replacement cattle for herd owners who want to avoid

introducing infection

- Facilitate the movement  of low-risk cattle between zones

- Demonstrate the status of herds so that breeding of herd replacement cattle can be sold

with confidence

- Reduce the risk of Johne’s disease being spread at events such as shows and sales

Planning for your Show 

Decide well in advance of the event, whether the venue will be audited or not. Although it is not 

compulsory that venues be audited, it is recommended. Participation in the audit process has 

benefits for both show organisers and to the exhibitors. 

It is a requirement that CattleMAP producers should only show at showgrounds where the 

assurance of their herd is not compromised. (This should be the producers responsibility) 

Determine who will be conducting the audit. The Auditor must be an approved MAP Veterinarian. 

Relevant rules and regulations of the CattleMAP can be found at 

http://www.animalhealthaustralia.com.au/programs/johnes-disease/market-assurance-programs-

maps/cattlemap-manual/ 

particularly refer to Appendix 3 

If you audit your showground ensure that the Certificate of Compliance is displayed for exhibitors to 

see on arrival before unloading. 

Competitor Arrival 

Ensure that assessed cattle and non-assessed cattle are kept separated. 

Dairy Cattle should be segregated from beef cattle and should take into account MAP status. 

As a minimum standard dairy cattle should be segregated as follows: 

http://www.animalhealthaustralia.com.au/programs/johnes-disease/market-assurance-programs-maps/cattlemap-manual/
http://www.animalhealthaustralia.com.au/programs/johnes-disease/market-assurance-programs-maps/cattlemap-manual/


1 High assurance: cattle from CattleMAP herds or with a Dairy Assurance Score 7 or more. 

2 Low-medium assurance: cattle with a Dairy Assurance Score of 2 to 6. 

3 Low assurance:  cattle with a Dairy Assurance Score of 0 or 1. 

Beef Cattle segregation should take into account MAP status. 

As a minimum standard beef cattle should be segregated as follows: 

1 High assurance: cattle from CattleMAP herds, Check Test, Tested to MAP standard or Tested 

4YOherds, cattle from NA herds in the BJD Protected Zones and cattle accompanied by a beef only 

Declaration 

2 Low-medium assurance: other beef cattle  

Separation should prevent movement of manure or contaminated food, water or bedding between 

animals with different levels of assurance. This should be achieved by physical means including a 

minimum distance of 2 metres or a solid wall 1 metre high. MAP cattle must not share watering 

troughs, washing areas or tie-up points with other cattle. 

Show Hygiene 

The show committee should ensure that stalls and surrounds are thoroughly cleaned before the 

show. During the show procedures should be in place to enable the regular collection and removal 

of manure from common areas including laneways, rings and judging areas. 

Exhibitors should be responsible for providing their own feed and water containers, equipment for 

mucking out stalls and adequately supervising their animals. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bovine Pestivirus Infection 

NSW DPI Primefact 795 

Go to www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/primefacts 

Appendix 3 
A] Horse Events: Biosecurity guidelines for organisers and competitors – DPI Primefact 1113

B] Hendra Virus – DPI Primefact 970

C] Strangles – DPI Primefact  648

D] NSW Pony Club Horse Health Declaration

E] Property Identification Codes -  New Requirements for Horse Owners – www.dpi.nsw.gov.au

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/primefacts




Appendix 4 
A] National Sheep Health Declaration – www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/toolkit/

declarations-and-statements

B] Ovine Brucellosis – DPI Primefact 472

C] Ovine Johne’s disease – DPI Primefact 661

D] Footrot in Sheep and Goats – DPI Primefact 265

Appendix 5 
A) Property identification codes or www.dpi.nsw.gov.au

B) Biosecurity Tips for Birds at Shows – www.dpi.nsw.gov.au

C) Avian Influenza (Bird Flu) – Poultry and Bird Facts. NSW DPI Primefact No. 111

D) Moving Poultry into and within NSW – NSW DPI Primefact No. 954 A] Property Identification

Codes –(Local Land Services

Appendix 6 
A] National Goat Health Declaration–

B] Alpaca and Llama Herd Health Status Declaration for Shows and Sales
-

Appendix 7 

A] Parvovirus – Australian Veterinary Association – News – Parvovirus.

B] Distemper in Dogs – Search - Signs, Diagnosis and Treatment of Distemper.

www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/toolkit/declarations-and-statements/

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/toolkit/declarations-and-statements/
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