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CANCELLED AG SHOWS ACROSS NSW WELCOME FINANCIAL SUPPORT  
Shows encouraged to apply for reimbursements from today  

 
Agricultural shows across the state of NSW are able to apply for reimbursement support from today, following forced 
cancellations of their annual events due to COVID19.  
 
The peak body, Agricultural Societies Council of NSW, thanked the Federal Government for the funding allocation which 
will help show societies recover expenses incurred in the lead up to cancelled 2020 shows.  
 
Tim Capp, President of the Agricultural Societies Council of NSW and director of Agricultural Shows of Australia, 
encouraged all eligible shows to apply for funding in order to relieve cash flow pressures. 
 
“COVID-19 has had an unprecedented impact on many sectors including agricultural shows. Since March, every show in 
NSW has been cancelled following hundreds of hours of volunteer preparation, contracted commitments to suppliers, 
entertainers, trade stall holders, and payment of fixed expenses central to running the show,” Mr Capp said.  
 
“These unavoidable cancellations affect 6 million patrons across Australia who attend agricultural shows annually, tens of 
thousands of volunteers and passionate competitors in all sections from ponies to peonies, cattle to cakes, merino sheep 
to muscovy ducks.” 
 
“Yet, in the face of adversity, show societies and showgrounds continue to be a central community asset in times of 
disaster. Some are being used as covid-testing sites, and during bushfire season many were turned into refuges for 
people, pets and livestock.” 
 
Mr Capp said shows don’t make a habit of seeking government assistance but welcomed the Federal Government’s 
recognition of the importance of showgrounds, shows and show societies. 
 
“On behalf of the 192 shows in NSW, we wish to thank Minister Littleproud and the Federal Government for the financial 
support for our members, and their recognition of the vital role agricultural shows play in the community, particularly 
during these unprecedented times.” 
 
The funding for eligible shows will be received as a one-off payment to reimburse fixed expenses for cancelled shows, 
covering bank fees, utilities, rates, insurance, IT costs, and fire equipment, as well as some unrecoverable costs incurred 
while preparing for a cancelled show. 

“Shows should apply from today through the Community Grants Hub,” Mr Capp said. 

“The annual local show is often the oldest - some are approaching their 200th year - and largest community event. 
Shows are integral to the fabric of these communities.” 
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ASC of NSW 
The Agricultural Societies Council of NSW, now in its 90th year, has been in operation since 1929 as the parent body of 
192 Agricultural Show Societies in the State of New South Wales. The primary role of the Agricultural Societies Council of 
NSW is to provide support, service, development and ideas for growth to our members. The Board of the Agricultural 
Societies Council is made up of Directors from across the state of NSW. 


